
 

 

 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER                                        February 2016 

 

Next Meeting: 

Join us for the monthly meeting of the Irish Cultural Society on Sunday, February 

14th.  We will be at St. Anthony's parlor room, 102 Lorenz Street, with a business 

meeting at 3pm or soon thereafter.  We have some important decisions to make 

about upcoming events, and we need your imput.  Please be there! 

 

Program: 

We are getting close to "Ireland's month" - March, and with it stories are on the 

horizon. Come listen - there will be some true, some funny, some maudlin, some 

with the truth stretched a bit... Right on St. Valentine's Day, February 14, our own 

Jane McDaniel will be presenting a program of Irish love stories at the February 

ICS meeting at St. Anthony DePadua church. Business meeting and Irish High Tea 

tea at 3 pm, stories at 4. Be there! 

 

Membership: 

We still have members who have not sent in dues. PLEASE do that now, or let Kay 

know if you no longer wish to be a member. If you are not sure whether you are 

paid up or not, give her a call and she will gladly check on it for you. 

 

Sunshine and Shadow: 

Some of our members have had some health issues and though not too serious, it 

has curtailed their activities somewhat. They might welcome a call to see how they 

are doing. Since we don't publish personal information because the letter is on the 

website, please call Kay to get more information. If any of our members are in that 

situation and would like to receive a call, let Kay know that also. 

 

Birthdays: 

Please wish a happy birthday to our February celebrants: 1st  John Ryan, 3rd  

Robert Ryan, 8th  Sr. Philippa Wall, 9th  Bernadette Bonin, 10th Margarita Ryan 

and Sue Brannon, 12th Celeste Barron, 17th Eva Ruffin, 20th Mary McQuaid 

Martinez, and 28th Genevieve Oswald. 



 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Friday, February 26th is the date for a Stories and Irish Music house concert at the 

Wardlows in Encino Park. Social hour is at 6.30 pm, the program starts at 7. Jane 

will tell from a new program of ancient tales and rollocking 1950s stories, 

accompanied by acclaimed classical guitarist, Stefan Grasse, playing old and new 

Irish music, percussionist Raphael Kempken will accompany. Tickets are $12 

advance sales at Whatszappening.com, or $15 at the door. Reserve these two dates 

for some guaranteed fun and frolic ... as only the Irish can deliver. 

 

Riverdance: Riverdance will be performed at the Majestic Theater from Friday, 

February 26th through Sunday, February 28th. There are still tickets available for 

the Friday and Saturday nights and the Saturday and Sunday matinees.  Mention 

you are from the ICS to get the group rate. 

 

The Harp and Shamrock website has not yet been updated (as of this writing) to 

reflect the 2016 Irish events coming up in March.  I can tell you that the Arneson 

Theater entertainment will take place on Saturday and Sunday, March 12th and 

13th, starting at noon.  The River Parade will take place in mid-afternoon on the 

13th.  I will give you a definite time for that in next month's newsletter.  This year 

the Irish Fest will NOT be held that same weekend.  This year the Fest will be held 

on Saturday, March 19th, on the grounds of the University of the Incarnate Word.  I 

hope to have a flyer to include in next month's newsletter with all the pertinent 

information so that you all can enjoy the Irish events coming up in San Antonio 

next month. 

 

Celtic Woman: Celtic Woman will be returning to the Majestic again this May.  

The performance will take place on Tuesday, May 10th, if you are interested. 

 

One Hundred Years Ago In Ireland: 

 

As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, the history part of this newsletter in 

February and March will be dedicated to short biographies of the men who were 

instrumental in the planning of and/or participated in the Easter Rising. The 

biographical information included on each man came from the website: 

www.aoh61.com/history, unless otherwise noted.    
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Eamonn Ceannt was born in Glennamaddy, County Galway on 21 
September 1881, but is raised and educated in Dublin as son of a constable 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC). After finishing his study at the 
University College Eamonn Ceannt worked for the Treasury Department of 
the Dublin Corporation.  
He was devoted to Irish language, music and dance and in 1900 Eamonn 
Ceannt joined the Gaelic League. Besides teaching Irish he was an 
excellent piper who added lustre to a meeting from Irish athletes with the 
pope. Eamonn Ceannt joined Sinn Féin in 1908 where he came to the 
attention of Sean Mac Diarmada who recruited him for the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood (IRB). In the year of its formation Eamonn was appointed to the 
Provisional Committee of the Irish Volunteer Force (IVF) and acquired the 
rank of Captain. In this capacity he was involved in the Howth Gun Running.  
In 1915 Eamonn Ceannt was introduced in the Supreme Council of the Irish 
Republican Brotherhood (IRB). Although he was not a member of the 
Military Council of the Republican Brotherhood (IRB) it is assumed that 
Ceannt was involved in the planning of the Rising of 1916. The fact that he 
is signatory of the Poblacht na hÉireann also implies involvement in the 
preparations. During the Easter Rising Eamonn Ceannt was in command of 
the South Dublin Union and surroundings.  
Eamonn Ceannt was court-martialled and sentenced to death by firing 
squad. The verdict was carried out on 8 May 1916 in Kilmainham Gaol.  

 
Proclamation Signatory  

Executed: 8 May 1916 

 

 

 
(Tomas O Cleirigh)  

Born: 11 March 1857  

Proclamation Signatory  

Executed: 3 May 1916  

Thomas J. Clarke was born in the Isle of Wight to a Leitrim man 
and a Tipperary woman his parents eventually settled in 
Dungannon, Co. Tyrone. Tom emigrated to America to find work 
at an early age, taking a position as an explosives operative 
during construction work on Staten Island.  
As a member of the I.R.B. from the age of 18 Tom was sent to 
London on their orders to put his new skills to work for their 
cause. He was captured with a case of liquid explosives and 
spent fifteen years in Pentonville Prison. Upon his release he 
married Kathleen, a niece of his old cell mate, John Daly, the 
Mayor of Limerick.  
Clarke settled back in America but returned to Dublin in 1907 
whereupon he set up a small shop at 75a Parnell Street. This 
business premises was often used for meetings as he and his 
new friend, Seán MacDiarmada set about reviving the I.R.B. and 
planning an uprising.  
At the request of the other leaders and as a sign of their respect, 
Tom Clarke was the first to sign the Easter Proclamation. He was 
the 'elder statesman' of the Republican movement, having served 
15 hard years in an English jail for republican activities as a 
young man. His tobacco shop at 75A Great Britain Street in 
Dublin became the hotbed of revolutionary activity as he 
masterminded the reorganization of the old disbanded IRB, or 
Irish Republican Brotherhood. He served in the GPO during 
Easter week, and was executed along with Patrick Pearse and 
Thomas MacDonagh on 3 May, 1916. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Con Colbert (Conchuir O 

Colbaird)  

Born: 1888  

Executed: 8 May 1916  

Cornelius (Con) Colbert was born in Athea in Co. Limerick. He was 
educated in North Richmond St Christian Brothers School after the 
family moved to Dublin. He secured a job in Kennedy's baker, Parnell 
Street. He became a pioneer of Fianna Eireann, (Irish National Boy 
Scott Movement), an organization so close to his heart that he spent all 
of his spare time cycling from place to place encouraging people to set 
up a new sluagh. He joined the Irish Volunteers at its inception and 
was one of its first drill instructors. He was quickly appointed captain of 
F Company in the 4th Battalion, a position he held until the rising. 
Despite his youth, he was an inspiration, and became appointed to 
Volunteers Headquarters staff. In the years before 1916 he devoted his 
time to organizing the men and boys who were to participate in this 
historic event. His wages were meagre but he spent almost every 
penny on the advancement of the movement. Pearse asked him to 
become a drill instructor at St. Enda's. In spite of his mounting 
commitments he agreed and when it was suggested that he be put on 
the payroll he declined and Pearse had to apologize and forget the 
idea.  
In the week before the rising Colbert was convinced he was going to 
die but knew it would not be in vain. He was glad of the opportunity to 
play his part. He was recognized as a man of high esteem to such an 
extent that the British soldier who was ordered to pinion him asked for 
the privilege of shaking his hand. On the 8th of May 1916 Captain 
Cornelius Colbert was executed in Kilmainham gaol for his part in the 
Easter Rising.  

 

 

Sean Connolly, (Irish Republican Army), Killed in Action at City Hall, Dublin, 
Easter Monday, 1916.  

Only a week before the rising, Sean Connolly of the Abbey Theatre was 
playing the lead role in James Connolly's new play 'Under Which Flag' in its 
first performance at Liberty Hall. The play was about an Irishman torn 
between serving in the Irish or the British army, and ended with Connolly 
raising a green flag and uttering the words 'Under this flag only will I serve. 
Under this flag, if need be, will I die.' 

During the rising, it was Connolly who lead the group that entered Dublin 
Castle, firing the first shot that killed a British soldier, Castle guard James 
O'Brien. Connolly's men moved from there to take up a position at City Hall, 
where Connolly himself was shot while attempting to hoist to the top of the 
City Hall dome the very same green flag that he had used in the play. The 
first to kill, he became the first of the Rebels to be killed in the Easter 
Uprising. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Edward Daly  

(Eamonn O Dalaigh)  

Executed: 4 May 1916  

Edward "Ned" Daly (25 February 1891 – 4 May 1916) was commandant of 
Dublin's 1st battalion during the Easter Rising of 1916. He was the youngest 
man to hold that rank, and one of the youngest executed in the aftermath.  
Limerick-born Daly was the younger brother of Kathleen Clarke, wife of Tom 
Clarke, and an active member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood. His 
uncle was John Daly, a prominent republican who had taken part in the Irish 
Rebellion of 1867.  
Daly's battalion, stationed in the Four Courts and areas to the west and 
north of Dublin center, saw the most intense fighting of the rising. He 
surrendered his battalion on 29 April. In his trial, he claimed that he was just 
following orders, but was executed by firing squad on 4 May 1916, at the 
age of 25.  
The men in his battalion spoke of him as a good commandant. This opinion 
was also shared by a British officer that Daly's battalion had captured.  

 
Sean Hueston  

(Sean Mac Aodha)  

Born: 1891  

Executed: 8 May 1916  

Seán Heuston (1891-1916) was born at 24 Lower Gloucester Street, 
Dublin, the son of John Heuston, a clerk, and Maria McDonald. He was 
educated to intermediate grade by the Christian Brothers at O’Connell’s 
Schools on North Richmond Street. At the age of seventeen he joined the 
Great Southern and Western Railway Company as a clerk and was 
stationed in Limerick for six years. He joined Fianna Éireann, the scouting 
club for boys revived by Bulmer Hobson and Countess Markievicz in August 
1909. He organised an extremely active branch in Limerick which eventually 
had a membership of 250 boys. He devoted most of his spare time to the 
organisation: lecturing, drilling, marching and promoting a high level of 
proficiency in the boys under his command. In 1913 he was transferred to 
Dublin by the GSWR and assigned to the traffic manager’s office at 
Kingsbridge railway station (now Heuston station). He continued his work 
with Fianna Éireann where he met Con Colbert and Liam Mellows, both 
prominent in the organisation. He was given command of a branch in the 
north side of the city based in Hardwick Hall. He was promoted vice-
commandant of the Dublin Brigade and also became director of training. 
Colbert and Patrick Pearse engaged him for Saint Enda’s, where he 
provided training in drill and musketry for the students. On the occasion of 
the landing of arms at Howth in July 1914, he led a contingent of Fianna, 
bringing a consignment of guns safely back to Dublin in a trek-cart. Heuston 
joined the Irish Volunteers soon after their formation in November 1913, 
eventually becoming a captain in Ned Daly’s 1st Battalion. He worked hard 
with his company, organising marches and field manoeuvres, fostering a 
spirit of commitment and camaraderie, and procuring arms and equipment 
by purchase and any other means at his disposal. On Easter Monday he 
was assigned command at the Mendicity Institution, a building on the south 
side of the river Liffey, to the west of the Four Courts where Daly and the 1st 
Battalion were based. Heuston’s function was to control the route between 
the Royal Barracks (later Collins Barracks, now the National Museum of 
Ireland) and the Four Courts for some hours so that Daly and the remainder 
of the 1st Battalion would have time to settle in. In the event, Heuston and 
his force of less than 30 men held out for over two days. Surrounded and in 
a hopeless situation, Heuston surrendered on Wednesday to save the lives 
of his men. Seán Heuston was tried by court-martial and sentenced to 
death. He was executed on 8 May. At twenty-five years and two months, he 
was the youngest of those executed. Between 3.45 and 4.05am on 8 May 
1916, Sean Heuston was shot in the former stonebreakers yard at 



 

 

 

 

Kilmainham Prison. His remains were later buried in Arbour Lane Cemetery.  

 
Thomas Kent (Tomas 

Ceannt)  

Executed: 9 May 1916  

Thomas Kent (Tomás Ceannt in Irish)(1865 – 9 May 1916) was an Irish 
nationalist executed following a gunfight with the Royal Irish Constabulary 
(RIC) on 22 April 1916.  
Kent was part of a prominent nationalist family who lived at Bawnard House, 
Castlelyons, County Cork. They were prepared to take part in the Easter 
Rising, but when the mobilization order was countermanded, they stayed 
home. The rising nevertheless went forward in Dublin, and the RIC was sent 
to arrest well-known sympathizers throughout the country including, but not 
limited to, known members of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, Sinn Féin, 
and the Irish Volunteers. When the Kent residence was raided they were 
met with resistance from Thomas and his brothers Richard, David, and 
William. A gunfight lasted for four hours, in which an RIC officer, Head 
Constable William Rowe, was killed and David Kent was seriously wounded. 
Eventually the Kents were forced to surrender, although Richard made a last 
minute dash for freedom and was fatally wounded.  
Thomas and William were tried by court martial on the charge of murdering 
Head Constable Rowe. William was acquitted, but Thomas was sentenced 
to death and executed by firing squad in, Cork on 9 May 1916. David Kent 
was brought to Dublin where he was charged with the same offence, found 
guilty and sentenced to death, but the sentence was commuted and he was 
sentenced to five years penal servitude. Apart from the singular case of 
Roger Casement, Thomas Kent was the only person outside of Dublin to be 
executed for his role in the events of Easter Week. He is buried in the 
grounds of Collins Barracks, Cork (formerly Victoria Barracks).  

 

 

Eoin MacNeill, B.A. (President Irish Volunteers, Sentenced by 
Courtmartial to Penal Servitude for Life. The official leader of the 
Irish Volunteers was Eoin MacNeill, a distinguished academic 
and cofounder of the Gaelic League. He believed that the 
Volunteers should only resort to violence if the government 
threatened to disarm them, and upon being informed that an 
actual armed uprising was to take place over the Easter 
weekend, refused to sanction it. When he learned that, in fact, 
the British government was planning to disarm the Irish 
Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army after the holiday weekend, 
he agreed the rising should go ahead... but once again withdrew 
his support upon learning that Roger Casement, who was 
attempting to land a boatload of arms from Germany, had been 
captured by the British over the weekend. Concerned with the 
inevitable loss of life in what seemed a hopeless cause, 
MacNeill decided to do everything in his power to stop the 
armed rebellion and took out an ad in the Sunday Independent 
cancelling the scheduled 'manoeuvres'.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
John MacBride (Sean Mac 

Giolla Bhride)  

Born: 7 May 1865  

Executed: 5 May 1916  

Major John MacBride (sometimes mistranscribed as McBride) (7 May 
1865 – 5 May 1916) was an Irish republican executed for his leading role in 
the 1916 Easter Rising.  
John MacBride was born was born at The Quay, Westport, County Mayo, 
Ireland to Patrick MacBride, a shopkeeper and trader, and the former 
Honoria Gill, who survived her son [1]. He was educated at the Christian 
Brothers' School, Westport and at St. Malachy's College, Belfast. He 
worked for a period in a drapery shop in Castlerea, County Roscommon. 
He had studied medicine, but gave it up and began working with a chemist 
firm in Dublin.  
He joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood and was associated with 
Michael Cusack in the early days of the Gaelic Athletic Association. He also 
joined the Celtic Literary Society through which he came to know Arthur 
Griffith who was to remain a friend and influence throughout his life. 
Beginning in 1893, MacBride was termed a "dangerous nationalist" by the 
British government. In 1896 he went to the United States on behalf of the 
IRB. On his return he emigrated to South Africa.  
He took part in the Second Boer War, where he raised the Irish Transvaal 
Brigade. Despite being known as MacBride's Brigade its first commander 
was in fact an Irish-American, colonel John Blake, an ex-US Cavalry 
Officer. The Brigade was given official recognition by the Boer Government, 
the commissions of the Brigade's officers were signed by State Secretary 
FW Reitz. He was commissioned with the rank of major in the Boer army 
and given Boer citizenship.  
MacBride, unlike the other Rising leaders, was not a member of the Irish 
Volunteers, and happened to find himself in the midst of the Rising without 
notice, but he offered his services to Thomas MacDonagh and was 
appointed second-in-command at the Jacob's factory. MacBride, after a 
court martial under the Defence of The Realms Acts, was shot by British 
troops in Kilmainham Jail, Dublin.  
Kilmainham JailHe was executed on 5 May 1916, two days before his fifty-
first birthday. Facing the British firing squad, he refused to be blindfolded, 
saying "I have looked down the muzzles of too many guns in the South 
African war to fear death and now please carry out your sentence." He is 
now buried in Arbour Hill Cemetery (Dublin).  
 

 
(Sean Mac Diarmada)  

Born: 1884  

Proclamation Signatory  

Executed: 12 May 1916  

Sean MacDermott (Sean MacDiarmada) was born in Leitrim and in his 

youth worked as a gardener and tram conductor. Later, in Belfast, he was 
sworn into the Irish Republican Brotherhood. In 1908 he was transferred to 
Dublin, where he developed a close personal and political friendship with 
Thomas Clarke.  
From this time onwards he was unrelenting in his organisation of the IRB 
and through his travels across Ireland became the movement's best-known 
and most popular personality. He was one of the founding members of the 
Irish Volunteers in 1913 and was Secretary of the Supreme Council of the 
IRB. He was a member of the Provisional Government and signatory to the 
1916 Proclamation. He was executed for his part in the Easter Rising.  

 



 

 

 

 

 
Thomas MacDonagh 

(Tomas Ni Donnachada)  

Born: 1 February 1878  

Proclamation Signatory  

Executed: 3 May 1916  

Thomas MacDonagh (1 February 1878 – 3 May 1916) was an Irish 
nationalist, poet, playwright, and a leader of the 1916 Easter Rising.  
MacDonagh was born in Cloughjordan, County Tipperary. 
Throughout his life he had a keen interest in Irish heritage and the 
Irish language. He moved to Dublin where he joined the Gaelic 
League, soon establishing strong friendships with such men as Eoin 
MacNeill and Patrick Pearse.  
His friendship with Pearse and his love of Irish led him to join the 
staff of Pearse's bilingual St. Enda's School upon its establishment 
in 1908, taking the role of teacher and Assistant Headmaster. He 
also founded the teachers' trade union ASTI (Association of 
Secondary Teachers in Ireland). Though MacDonagh was essential 
to the school's early success, he soon moved on to take the position 
of lecturer in English at the National University. MacDonagh 
remained devoted to the Irish language, and in 1910 he became 
tutor to a younger member of the Gaelic League, Joseph Plunkett. 
The two were both poets with an interest in the Irish Theatre, and 
formed a lifelong friendship.  
Though credited as one of the Easter Rising's seven leaders, 
MacDonagh was a late addition to that group. He didn't join the 
secret Military Council that planned the rising until April 1916, weeks 
before the rising took place. The reason for his admittance at such a 
late date is uncertain. Still a relative newcomer to the IRB, men such 
as Clarke may have been hesitant to elevate him to such a high 
position too soon, which raises the question as to why he should be 
admitted at all. His close ties to Pearse and Plunkett may have been 
the cause, as well as his position as commandant of the Dublin 
Brigade (though his position as such would later be superseded by 
James Connolly as commandant-general of the Dublin division). 
Nevertheless, MacDonagh was a signatory of the Proclamation of 
the Republic.  
During the rising, MacDonagh's battalion was stationed at the 
massive complex of Jacob's Biscuit Factory. On the way to this 
destination the battalion encountered the veteran Fenian, John 
MacBride, who on the spot joined the battalion as second-in-
command, and in fact took over much of the command throughout 
Easter Week, although he had had no prior knowledge and was in 
the area by accident.  
As it was, despite MacDonagh's rank and the fact that he 
commanded one of the strongest battalions, they saw little fighting, 
as the British Army easily circumvented the factory as they 
established positions in central Dublin. MacDonagh received the 
order to surrender on April 30, though his entire battalion was fully 
prepared to continue the engagement. Following the surrender, 
MacDonagh was court martialled, and executed by firing squad on 3 
May 1916, aged thirty-eight.  
MacDonagh was generally credited with being one of the most 
gregarious and personable of the rising's leaders.  

 


